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WARREN'S NEW POST

Appointed Military Governor of
Griqualand West by Milner.

NOTHING NEW FROM GEN. FRENCH

Latest Estimates Place the Boer
Force at 30,900.

WYNDHAM INTERPELLATED

LONI'N. April 2T.-The following dis-

patch has been received at the war office
from Lord Roberts:
"BLOEM ONTEIN, April 2:-At the re-

quest of the high commissioner. Warren
has been appointed military governor of
Gritualand West while that part of the
country is in a listurbed condition."
This curioas dispatch constitutes all the

war news received up to this hour. The
country Is eagerly awaiting to hear whether
Gen. French succeeded in cutting off the
retreating Boers: but of his progress there
is no word. The military critics of the
afternoon newspapers differ as to the
chances of another Paardhebrg, but they
agree In considering the situation in the
free state as being eminently satisfactory.
They argue that even if Gen. French is
unable to intercept the main Boer force's.
he may scre cnsiderable success in a

series of rear guard a"-tins or the isolation
of straggling bodies.

Robert, Statement Peenliar.
Lord Roberts' peculiar reference to Sir

Alfred Milner over Warren's appointment
lends Itself to the inference that the com-
mander-!n-,h.f of the British forces in
Sou:h Africa scarcely approves of it and
that the previ.us rep rt that Warren had
be-en r.allet was correct. but that he was
sta from cming home by the action of
the lirtish high c mniissioner.
Ac* 'rording to a special dispatch from

Lorn-azo Marques, the latest authentic estl-
ma,'s ,,f the it er fIre-s plice them at
Stuma. of whi-h l.ia, art at Kroonstadt.
G.(.., a- F. urteen Streams. *i.'on4 in Natal.
T . bo. tlafeking and 1 ats at 'ret,.rla.
while _;o Iae beb.--n order.-:d n.rih to inter-
cept Ger:! 4a rrington's for,-e.

Thc. wirk ~f itr nehing Pretoria is pro--ding.
Wyndham on the Rack.

T: th. h--is-. of commons today the par-
IlamIrtarp Sr,-tary of th,- war office. Mr.
W[.tiham. waes ;gain p1:-i with questions
as t~ th. ;l.°' f hIl. war. but his re-
plies r--!i little. Mr. Wyndham said
he .id. a-t ksow th. name of the officer re-
Sponsi f.tr the- -as-er at Sannas Post.
Rt-gi rd!ng ti- dplay In the publication ofthe p,. Kop ,icsp.atctes. Mr. Wyndhamas-er'- -nat thi.- !tercal was sapi-d incons, -..:K what acti n ought t, b-- tak-nat in .mmunitating with Lord Roberts

as t et. ther they ough t to be published.

Ait RNI.t4S 1.OOT STRASHUR(t RANK.

They (eet $4.4IM in ('ash and Escape
on Hand tar.

Relal Dliepth to TI. retin' Star.
WIN'it ESTER. \'a.. April 27.-The Mas-

Frnctten Bank at Strasburg. Ya.. was loot-
ed by eight burglars between I and 2 oelock
this rmng. The burglars obtained an
entrance to the bank through the front door
by reat:s Of a false key. Three safes were
blown open by dynamite and their contents
scatter,- e-r the room. Every cent in
cash. amouniting to about $i.4w00,"was stolen,
but t, ether assets of the institution were
left untouched.
A fusill.1. was fired at the robbers b7

citizens awak, net biy the exi,:osions, but
without kn.wn ef1ect. The n-tiers escaped
with their berety on a har ear over th.-
Southern rr-!:r ad. . -ing in the lire- tion of
WashinigrtE. This crime suppiements one
committed yest-r.day at Frott Royal, sev-
eral nti:,sfrom Strasburg a h- a stranger
sweured $45l' fr.m the- Frot Royal National
Bank by means of a forged chek. tie was
taptur~l tis mortitg at lientonvi:e anI
id. t' itld by the batnk officials. The man is

ltoI::cn Emioti.

ST(JLE A hAReIH (IN HYA.%TTSYIL.E.
B. and 0. tampany l.nys Section of

Track at Night.
s-. -il T.t.r eb t"" Ti m E. ning star.
IfYATTSV I.LE. 31:. April 27.-The Bal-

timr.- and Oli, railroad stole a march on
the auth-crt:ies of this village last night
and suece-e.d-d in laying an additional piece
of track ab.,ut a quarter of a mile long,
which will connect the Alexandria branch
with the Washington branch, in the cen-
ter of this town. It is understood that
the tnat conmrnissiners intended to use
str. nous-fforts to prevent the laying of
tihl tracks an.t an injuntion was talked of
just acs soon as work was begun.
La-; night , out 12 o'clock a ballast

tram, I. aded with material and about fifty
or rixty m.-n abari arrived at this pointand begat: munt :iaiely to place ties andlay tra-k frn. 'he Washington brancha. -'as the Iaittimnre and Washingtontt. mks a np it wr: itatended, if pos-Sltl to -r--r.-ut the rat frtm crossing, andar . -'e -k tis mor:ing that portion oftie track na-d ib-en laid. The work was sov--ce i <ly ri s;:c, ssfuiiy carried 'utthen ri.t..- Vas ear,. ..f the purpose ofth mairy utll thaw-rk had been com-.Iw.Tir-a. k was d-ne under thema. m-n" of Mr. 's It. chief engineerof t., roe-I.

TALK OF' STNPATHETIC STRIKE.
Telegirapher.. i lon AndIous to AidOperators on honthern.
(ttICAGO.41Anil 27-The Chr nicle says-

A c muttt- r'-lrcsenting the striking
Bouth..rtn railway op.eators has beet, i.1tiim-g. er-al diays t-.nferritng withi prim-
inentt members of the Order of Railway
Teiegraph~iers re-garding sympathetic action
to help the Southerners witn. A numib-r ti
secret meetIngs have been heldl. At threseconferenaces the ituestion tf a sympat~thetlestrike has la. en recreived warmly. Incident-
ty, lhe ope.rattrs have be-en asked to c.-,
tribute to thte suppo-rt ttf the rnen on the
Southern road now out. atnd yesterday itw-as said that a larg- sum would be obtumried here for the purposae.
At-rrding to a record plt.n a s'mptheticstrike may be ord.-r,-d on all imptorrtat rall..rouli systems east oif the \lieshsippi ricer.
The c-ommirte, represen.ting .ie atrtkt-r,

will. it Is said. also visit St. L-uis, Plttsburg. Bunffalo, Philadelphia, Blaltiare-. Ness
York ad. other imtp-rtaut ratiruad cettr,
Io work up similar sentiment f.,r the South-urn nen. A~rt-ady. it is saId the telegreaphEtperattors ont the Htaltimotre and tUni, Pit s-
burg entd Lake Erte andt P-ittsbuirg an,
Wstrn bhse madte demrands for increase:In wages from ten to twenty per cent.
Members of the Order of Rtailway Teie.Sraphers here say this is the first strike ofimportiance ever authorized by the orde.

and the men are de-termined that it shat.succeed as the life or the death of the or-
ganizati.on depends on the result. Morn
than 47..t0i raIlway telegraphe-ra in the
U nitedi States are members of the oe.

B. AND P. GRADE CROSSINGS

AMENDMENTS TO THE BILL REPORT-

ED TO THE SENATE.

Provision for Rebuilding the Fish

Commisalsion Building - Closing

Streets - Freight Yards.

The Senate committee on the District of
Columbia has reported additional amend-
ments to Senate bill l*nb to provide for
eliminating certain grade crossings on the
line of the Baltimore and Potomac Rail-
road Company in the District of Columbia.
One of these amendments provides for

the rebuilding of the United States fish
commission building, now located on the
mall, according to plans approved by the
chief of engineers of the army. The bill
as first reported provided that the railroad
company should pay $40,000 for the rebuild-
ing of the fish commission building, the
additional amendment having a provision
that any excess of that amount in the
cost of rebuilding be paid by the United
States.
An additional amendment is placed in the

bill in relation to the closing of streets as
follows:
"That no portion of any street shall be

closed under authority of this act until said
railroad company shall have secured con-
trol of the property abutting upon said
portion to be closed, it being the intent
hereof that no property owner shall be de-
prived of egress from or ingress to his
property."
Another new amendment provides that as

to square southeast of square 267 and square
2711, the Southern Railway Company shall
have the same rights of acquisition by pur-
chase or condemnation, to be exercised un-
der the same conditions, as are in this act
provided for the acquisition of additional
land by the Baltimore and Potomac Rail-
road Company: an' such squares when so
acquir d may be used by the Southern
Railway Company to accommodate the
hanlling and delivery of local freight traffic
in the District of Columbia.

It is also provieied that the bridge for
highway traffic and for street railroads may
be ued by such street railroads on such
reasonable terms "as may be agreed uponbetw..n the companies or prescribed byCongress."

WITHIN GERMANY'S RIGHTS.

But Oileials Hesitate to Believe the
Reported Action-of That Government.
Not having received any sort of official

notice of an intention on the part of the
German government to add to the difficul-
ties of the negotiations respecting the ad-
mission of American meat products Into
Germany by the issue of an order excluding
freshly slaughtered meats and dairy prod-
ucts, the State Department officials are un-
willing to accept as accurate the statement
attributed to some of the German news-

papers to th.* effect that the North German
l:oyd Steamship Company had been en-
jinei not to brin} such products front
America. But etc n if such at, order has
been made, while it would undoubtedly tend
to accentuate the growing feeling in the
t'nite.l States over the repeated attacks on
American commerce. it is realized that the
German government has, legally speaking.
an mndoubted right to deal at Its pleasure
with a corporation of its own creation such
as is this steamship company.
Were the same rule attempted to be ap-

plied to other than German vessels, and es-
pecially to vessels under the American flag,
the case would take on a very different
aspect. and there would be opportunity for
the exercise of some vigorous diplomacy.
As it is. the impression here is that the
principal sufferer by an order such as de-
s, ribed would be the German steamship
'ompany. for so long ae American meats
are not absolutely excluded from Germany
they will aind their way across the ocean
in vessels of other nationalities, which will
reap the freights.

('APTIRED BY INSURGENTS.

Reports Received of Success of Colom-
bian Revolutionists.

The State Department has received con-
firmation of the press report that Carta-
gena has fallen into the hands of the revo-
lutionists. The information comes from an
indirect but reliable source. The taking of
the town is regarded as a matter of the
great.st importance, for Cartagena is the
praeipal seaport of Colombia. and collects
mst of the customs revenues of the coun-
try. Cinsequently its capture will greatly
strengthen the revolutionists.

It le probable that the Navy Department
will dispatch one of the smaller gunboats
now cruising in the West Indies to the
seat of trouble in order to Insure Ameri-
can interests against loss. It Is nut possi-ble to communi ate with the American min-
ister at Bogota, the capital of Columbia,
nominally owing to the breaking of tele-
graphic communication from the coast to
the interior.

MONEY FOR FORTIFICATIONS.
The Senate Committee Add $640,140

to the Bill.
The Senate committee on appropriations

today completed consideration of the forti-
fications appropriation bill. The commit-
tee made the following additions to the
bill: 525eI0,000 for the purchase of land on
Cushing's Island, Portland harbor, Maine,
on which to erect additional batteries and
buildings for troops; $135,000 for building
sites on Sullivan's Island, Charleston, S.
C.; $115,140 for the completion of field and
siege batteries; $440.00 additional for the
A. 11. Emery elevating carriage; $100,0001
for the purchase of the right to manufac-
ture and use the Isham high explosive
shell and Tuttle's high explosive thorite.
The additions made by the committee

aggregate $140,141t. bringing the total ap-
propriation made by the bill up to 17,731,-
LS.

GoV. ALLEN AT SAN JUAN.

Gen. Davis Reports the Arrival of
P'orto Rlcosn Clvil Ruler.

The acting Secretary of War received a
telegram about noon today from Gen.
DavIs. commanding the miltary department
of Porto Rico. :saying that Gov. Allen had
jusi. arrived at San Juan on the U. S. S.
Dolphin. He gave no details of the recep-
tion accorded the new executive of the
island, but It is supposed, in accordance
with the program, that he arrived in great
state, escorted by the vessels of the North
Atlantic squadron, with guns boomIng and
clors firing, and was received in royai
sty;e with salutes and other military hion-
o1s.

ile wili be formally inaugurated with
pomp and ceremony Tuesday morning, and
the military government of the island will
then be terminated.

HAWAIIAN GOVERNMENT BILL.

Both Houses Mave Agreed to the Con-
ferenee -Report.

The last legislative step in the enactmeat
of the Hawaiian government bill was taken
today when the House of Representatives
agreed to the conference report, the Sen-
ate having previously agreed to it. The
bill now goes to the President,

Naval Dry Dock at Drama Point.
Mr. Mudd has introduced in the House a

bill appropriating $1,2150.000) for the con-
struction of a naval djy dock at Drum
Point barbar, at the mouth of Patuxent

ROSS, MACFARLAND
Commissioners for the District Named

Today by President.

H. B. F. MACFARLAND CHOSEN

Appointments Approved Generally
by Officials and Citizens.

SKE'ICHES OF TIlE MEN

The District Commissioners for the next
three years will be John W. Ross and H. B.
F. Macfarland.
These two names were sent to the Senate

today by the President, and their confirma-
tion in a few days is certain.
The reappointment of Mr. Ross has been

one of the expected outcomes of the cam-

paign. and his final selection is accepted
with quiet but practically unanimous ap-
proval. The selection of Mr. Macfarland is
the surprise in the outcome. and from all
appearances the surprise is a pleasant one.
The appointment is a surprise to the public,
and the offer of it was a surprise to Mr.

Mr. H. It. F. Maefarland.
P'h"t, mph ty Gilbert.

Macfarland. The siletion is a personal one
of the President's. who. after going care-

fully over the field, dceided that If Mr.
Macfarland would accet the phtee his
qualiflations were such that tiere need be
no further search for a successor to Mr.
Wight. There was absolutely no effort
made by Mr. Macfarland or his friends to
secure the position, and when, on Monday,
the President. after consulting several rep-
resentative citizens, sent for Mr. Macfar-
land and tendered him the commissioner-
ship, the offer was so much of a surprise to
the recipient that he did not feel able to
give a decisive answer, and was given until
today to consiler the mat t-r. It is said by
those in close touch with Mr. Macfarland
that he felt at first that he could not make
the sacrifice involved in the acceptance of
the offer, and that he only yielded at last
to the urging of men whom he respected
highly, who represented his accepting as a
duty ie owed the community. The fact is

Mr. John W. Ross.

apparent that Mr. Macfarland takes the
place at considerable cost to himself, and
solely for public reasons.
The reappointment of Mr. Ross, as has

been stated, was more generally expected.
While making no efforts on his own behalf,
his indorsement by citizens and by public
men was so nearly unaalmous that the
course of the President was made easy.
Mr. Ross has already served nine years as
Ctommissioner, and his appointment for a
fourth term is a compliment rarely ex-
tended atny man.

Mr. Macfarland's Statement.
Mr. Macftarland was at the White House

this morning for a conference with the
President, and It wtts after this-that it was
announced that he woulid accept the offer
of the posit ion tendered him by the Presi-
dent last Monday afternoon. Senators Mc-
Millin and Burrows were at the White
House when Mr. Macfarland was leaving,
and they joined in the hearty congratula-
tions which were extended by others, in-
cluding the President himself. The Presi-
dent is understood to be highly satisfied
with Mr. Macfarland's acceptance of the
tender, Hie has for years had the greatest
admiration and respect for Mr. Macfarlendand their re~atio~ns have been most cordial.
When questioned about hi. acceptance,Mr. Macfariand said:
"1 have accepted. somewhat reluctantly,

the President's appoIntment to the District
commissionership tendered last Monday. I,
of course, appreciate highly the fact that
the President sent for me of his own voli-
tion. and that acceptance was urged by
those whom he consulted. As is well
known. I have steadily favored the reap-
pointment of Mr. Wight. I never thought
of the ofmce for myself, and When it was
offered it seemed impracticable to make the
personal sacrifice involved in accepting it.
I would not take it had it not been urged
as a matter of civic duty by men Who have
my regard and repect It la naendai. to

say that I take it without obligation to
any one, and am free to do the best I can
to justify the confidence shown in me by
the President and those who urged me to
accept. If confirmed by the Senate I shall
try to serve the entire community faith-
fully. I am very glad that the President
has determined to reappoint my old friend,
Commissioner Ross."
Mr. Macfarland reiterated that he would

enter upon the duties of the office without
obligation to any- one and absolutely un-
pledged in any way. He has given no
thought to what his policy will be when
he takes the oath of office. Those who
know him best believe that he has accept-
ed the position because he feels that he
can serve Washington to the ends of good
government. That he is making a pecuni-
ary sacrifice there is no doubt. As the
head of two important newspaper bureaus
his combined salaries has been one of the
largest drawn by a newspaper man in this
country. It far exceeds the salary of Com-
missioner of the District.
At his office this morning Mr. Macfarland

was kept busy answering telephone calls
and receiving the congratulations which
reached him from men of local and na-
tional prominence. Everywhere and in
every way the selection appeared to meet
with universal favor. The greatest sur-
prise created by the announcement was
that Mr. Macfarland had accepted the of-
fer. He is not a politician, and had not
thought of ever entering public office. Dur-
ing his newspaper career he had had many
flattering offers and has refused all of
them. Mr. Macfarland is a republican.but is not a partisan. and it is predicted
that his administration of his office will
he without a close application of politics.

It is thought the Senate will soon con-
firm the nominations and that the newly
selected Commissioners will enter upontheir work within a short time.

The New Commissitoner.
Henry IR. F. Macfarland was born in

Philadelphia February 11, 1861, the eldest
child of the late Joseph Macfarland, the
well-known journalist. His father brought
the family to Washington at the close of
the civil war. Mr. Macfarland was edu-
cated in private schools, graduated at Rit-
tenhouse Acaiemy and read law in the of-
flee of the late William B. Webb. In De-
cember, H579, he entered the Washington
bureau of the Boston Herald, and has
served there ever since, becoming chief of
the bureau in 1892. Since 1852 he has been
the chief Washington representative of the
Philadelphia Record. He has written for
the magazines and for other periodicals,
and is widely known by his pen name,
"Henry Mafarland." Mr. Maefarland has
for years taken a deep interest in the civic
affairs of Washington, and has been active
in all movements for the improvement of
the city. lie is especially interested in
charities, and is an officer in several phil-
anthropic organizations nd corresponding
secretary of the internatiunal conference of
charities and corrections. He is a mem-
ber of the board of trade and of its com-
mittee on charities and corrections. He is
a member of the Church of the Covenant
and a vice president of the Young Men's
Christian Association.
Mr. Alaiefarland married in IS a daugh-

ter of ex-Commissioner John W. Douglas,.
Mrs. Mnc-farlawt is promitnent in the philan-
thropic work of Wasington. 'T'hey live
a- 15lt F stricet. Mr. -Macfarland's mother
and sister live in ;heir house at 1727 F
street. His brother, Lieut. Horace Maefar-
land. t. S. N., who listinguished himself
in Culan waters anl afterward'in the Phil-
il-pines. is :(bout to contc Hom on the Con-
cord.
In his long newspaper career Mr. Macfar-

land has twen on terms of intimacy with
nearly every prominent man tin the Uni terl
States. Ile has certainly bird the respect
and esteem of -all with whqm he came In
entact. Notwithstanding his Important
duties he has found time to do much chari-
table and philanthropic work. His splen-
did work in this line is little known to t e

public, because it has been done quiet -y
and unostentatiously.
After the death of John Russell Young,

Mr. Macfarland, without his knowledge or
solleitation, was strongly urged for the po-
sition of librarian of Congrees by some of
the most eminent men in public life, and he
would undoubtedly have been appointed had
not the President felt that he must defer
to the demand of the Library Association
for the appointment of a "trained libra-
rian.

Mr. Ross Notified.
Shortly before the cabinet session the

President sent a message to Commissioner
Ross, asking his attendance at the White
House. Commissioner Ross was shown into
the President's office, where he was in-
formed that the President desired to send
his name to the Senate for nomination as
District Commissioner, and asking if this
would be agr'esble to him. Mr. Ross ex-
pressed his appreciation of the honor, and
said he would accept the appointment so
plhasantly offered'him. The President then
instructed the officials at the White ilonse
to prepare the nominations of Maefarland
and Ross.
Although the commissionerships were de-

termined on, several local people were at
the White House to watch the trend of
events. Wm. H. 11. Hart and Oliver F.
Gray, both colored, filed a petition with the
officials asking the reappointment of Mr.
Wight, highly commending his administra-
tion.

Mr. Ross Gratified.
Speaking of his reappointment, Mr. Ross

stated to a reporter of The Star today that
he deeply appreciated the kindness of the
President in the matter and the confidence
he reposed in him, as expressed by his re-

appogtment. "The President sent for me
this morning," said Mr. Ross, "and told me
he intended nominating Mr. Macfarland and
myself, and he was kind enough in doing
so to express his appreciation of my efforts
as Commissioner. I no less deeply appre-
ciate the kindness of the people of the Dis-
trict in this matter, and I could not have.
and do not desire, any greater honor than
their approval. I have always endeavored
to perform my duties in such a manner as
would, in my opinion, best serve the people,
and I promise them that that shall be my
sole object during my coming term as Com-
missioner."
Speaking of Mr. Macfarland, who is to be

his associate, Mr. Ross said: "I have known
Mr. Macfarland for a number of years, and
I am sure the President has made a wise
selection In appointing him. He is a fine
gentleman, a man of the highest donor, and
I am quite sure that the .people of the Dis-
trict will never have occasiori to regret his
appointment."

Mr. Ross' Caseer.
Commissioner Ross is a native bf IllinoIs,

having heeni born June 23, 18-11, at Lewis-
town, Illinois, where he attended private
schools until his fifteenth year. when he
entered the Illinois College.- While attend-
ing this institutIon he served as recording
secretary and president of the dollege so-
ciety, and ten years later he delivered the
address at the society's 'reunion. Two
years before this young Ross became a
student of law, entering the law depart-
ment of Harvard U'niversit. He was ad-
mitted to the bar at Springffald, 1B., InI 1866,and practiced law at Lewistown up to 1873i,being for four years of thi.speriid a mem-
ber of the state legislature. In .hrl, 1873Mr. Ross came to Washington, being ad-mitted to the bar of the Usilted States Su-
preme Court, and here he has since remain-
ed. In 1883 Mr. Ross became a member of
the faculty of ihe law department of theGeorgetown University. He continued to
practice his profession here, being asso-
ciated therein for several years with the
late Mills Dean.
In 1hit he was appointed postmaster of

the city, serving until October, 1890, when
he was appointed a menmber .of the board
of District Commissiones, and he usas re-
mained a member of the; board since thattime. his present appoihtmerit befng thefourth conferred upon .htm. .For severalyears Mr. Ross also served as a member of
the beard of trustees of the District' publicschools. As is well knon Mr. Ross is a
democrat, and the President,. in reappoint-lag him and naming Mr. Macfarland as the
successor of Mr. Wight, has followed the

uwitnlaw that the two civil Comumis-sioners shall not be of the same political
party. Mr.Rosa'wonderfulpopularityis

Cninnme on Be.Ja ..-

GRISCOM'S DEMAND

Constantinople Hears That It Ap-
proaches an Ultimatum.

NO MORE PEREMPTORY THAN BEFORE

The Porte's Proposal to Pay the

Indemnity Secretly.

UNCHANGED IN ATTITUDE

CONSTANTINOPLE, Thursday. April26.
-The American note handed to the Turkish
minister of foreign affairs, Tewfik Pasha.
Tuesday, Is couched in peremptory terms,
demanding immediate payment of the In-
demnity several times promised to Minister
Straus by the Sultan. The note does not fix
a time limit for an answer, but its tenor is
not far from the character of an ultimatum.
It has produced a great impression upon

the porte, which, however, shows no dispo-
sition to modify the attitude hitherto main-
tained, namely, the repudiating the respon-
sibility and seeking to diminish the import-
ance of the matter. It is presumed that the
porte's reply will be in this sense; and hence
it is feared the United States government
will be obliged to take steps to enforce its
demands.

Proposition to Buy Cruiser.
Turkey's decision to send an officer to

America to study naval construction Is in-
terpreted to he another sop. It is the re-

vival of an old project to buy a cruiser in
the United States, in the price of which the
Indemdity shall be included, so that the
porte will be able to say it has not paid the
indemnity.
The American government has already
categorically refused such a compromise,*hich would mean prolonged negotiationsand the dragging out of the matter indefi-

nitely, to which the United States will not
listen. As regards the indemnity, it is in
the nature of a debt of honor. If the porte
wants to buy a cruiser that is a matter in
no way connected with the indemnity.

Embassies Exchanging Views.
The porte's reply to the last collective

note on the subject of duties has not been
made, and the embassies are exchanging
views in regard to the terms on which to
consent to an increase of duty. It Is
thought that before the beginning of ne-

gotiations the embassies will Invite the
porte to abolish ransoms and measures in-
triduced In violation of t eaties.
Twenty arrests were made yesterday of

Mussulmans alleged to be sympathizers
with the young Turkish party.

Mr. Griscom's Instructions.
Beyond the statement that Mr. Grissom

has been instructed to press vigorously for
the payment of the American claims for
indemnity, the officials here decline to di-
vulge the nature of his instructions. There
is not the least doubt that Mr. Griscom
does not need express instructions to for-
ward the claims, for he has of his own voli-
tion taken a rather alarmingly advanced at-
titude in this matter. The presentations he
Is now making, though this time by expressInstruction, are in no respect more peremp-tory than than his own preceding deliver-les to the Turkish government.

The Porte'. Offer for a Vessel.
Novel though the proposition was from

a diplomatic standpoint, yet it is learned
to he true that the effort was made by the
porte to pay this American claim under
cover of an order for a warship to be built
in the United States for Turkey. The rea-
sons for the failure of the project were
several; the United States government has
no warships for sale, and is not authorized
to build any for foreign order. Then there
is no warrant of law for entering into an
arrangement with a private shipbuilding
concern for the collection of an interna-
tional obligation in the manner proposed.
Lastly. judging by the experience o con-
cerns that have already had dealings with
the Turkish government, any shipbuilder
accepting the order from Turkey would re-
quire a guarantee from the United States
government, and the net result of the trans-
action might be the assumption by the
United States of an obligation as much
larger than the original claims as the price
of a battle ship exceeds that Si9I,tH)i.
But supposing that all these obstacles

were overcome, the scheme would be an
utter failure so far as concerns the accom-
plishment of the prime object, namely, the
secret payment to the United States of the
ndemnity, with a view to avoiding demandsfrom other nations for settlement of their
claims, for under our open methods of bus-
iness the transaction would have to be a
matter of official record.

Other Claims Against Turkey.
One effect of the sudden application of

pressure upon Turkey in the case of the
nissionary claims is a renewal of the ap-
alications from American holders of other
Mlaims against Turkey for a presentationif their cases. Save the missionary claims,
he $90,000 indemnity embraced in this last
laim, contains only one small allotment
if about $5,000 for the benefit of the fam-
ly of the bicyclist, Lenz, who was killed
n Turkey while making a circuit of theglobe. But it is believed that, however
well founded the other outstanding claims
nay be, the present time is not regarded
is propitious for urging them upon the at-
tention of the porte, and it is expected tjat
nothing will be done to divert the nego-
tiations from these missionary claims as
the main issue.

LOCAL BILLS CONSIDERED.

Action Taken by the Senate District
Committee.

The Senate committee on the District of
Columbia met today and acted on a number
tif bills of local interest.
Favorable reports were authorized on the

following:
Senate 4426, for the extension of V street

northwest.
Senate 3917, for the improvement of the

Navy Yard bridge.
Seniate 30631, requIring the Metropolitan

Railroad Company to extend its trscks on
ild 16th street.
Senaste 44127..for the relief of George W.

King from the operaition of the act re-
stricting the ownership of real estate in the
territories to American citizens.
Senate 4193, to regulate the grades of 20th

street.
House bill 9143, to authorize the forma-tioni of guaranty companies in the DIstrIct.
Adverse reports were ordered on Senate

bill 3987, to create a permanetst commission
for condemnation proceedings in the Dis-triot, and on Senate bill 4008, to incor-
porate the District Patrol and Alarm Com-
pany of the District.
In the case of Senadte bill 4307, authorizing

the purchase of squares or ground east of
the Capitol grounds for the erection of pub-
lic buildings, the committee ordered that
the bill be returned to the Senate with a
recommendation that it be referred tio the
nommittee on public buildings and grounds.

Prize Drill at Fort Mlyer.
A distinguished party of diplomats and

army officers, including the British and
[herman ambassadors, the Danish minister
and Geon. Miles and Adjutant General Cor-
bin went to Fort Myer this afternoon to

rtesaprize'drill of the cavalry troopsstationed at that pout.

CROWDS ATTEND COUNCIL

ECUMENICAL CONFERENCE STILL
CONSIDERING MISSION WORK.

Got-. Nortben of Georgia Led Devo-
tional Exercises at the Ses-

sion Today.

NEW YORK, April 27.-Former Gov. Wm.
J. Northen of Georgia led the devotional
exercises which opened today's session of
the ecumenical configence at Carnegie Hall.
At 10 o'clock, when the regular meeting was
begun, the big hall was crowded and there
was not standing room left.
At this meeting the general topic was

"Self-support by Mission Churches." The
following papers were read and given five
minutes' discussion by the delegates:
"Present Status of Mission Churches," by

Dr. W. R. Lambuth. secretary board o
missions of the Methodist Episcopal Church
South: "Object L'ssons in New Field," by
Rev. Dr. H. G. Underwood of Corea, and
"Adjustment in Old Fields," by the Rev.
D. S. Spencer of Japan.
In the afternoon ther were five sectional

meetings held. At the Church of the
Strangers the general topic was "Mission-
ary Boards and Societies." The following
subtopics were treated: "The Need antid
Value of Such Organizations." by the Rev.
Dr. George Scholl, secretary of the board
of foreign missions of the general syncd (t
the Evangelical Lutheran Church: "Their
Relation to Denominational Bodies," by the
Rev. Dr. James M. Buckley of New York:
"Their Relation to Missions and Mlissiot-
aries Interdenominational Confernces--
Deputational Visits," by ' R. Wardlaw
Thompson, secretary of the Lonudon Mis-
sionary Society.
At the Union Avenue Methodist Church

the general subject was "Indlustrial Train-
ing." and the following program was car-
ried out: "Industrial Training." bey It. H.
Pratt of the Carlisle Inidlan Ti aningSchool; "Industrial Training of Natives."
by Rev. Dr. James Stewart of Lovedale,South Africa; the Rev. Dr. J. O. Spener of
Japan and Watson Grace of the Frienis'
Foreign Missbtnary Association of Eng-land.
"The Training of Missionaries," by Mrs.

J. Fairlcy Daly of Glagow. was the only
paper read at the ("cntral PresbyterianChurch.
Later at the same church was held a

meeting the general topic for which was
"Controlling Ideas in Curricula." This sub-ject was dwelt upon at L<ngth by Frank
Norton M-ellurray of Columbia t'niversityand the Rev. Dr. J. Fairley Daly of Glas-
gow, Scotland.

PORTO RI('O'S MILITARY RULE.

Instructions l'ued to Army Ofneere
by Acting Secretary Meikeljohn.

Acting Secretary Meikeljohn of the War
Departm.-nt. having asiertained that the
officials of the Treasury Department con-
curred in his view that the military govern-
ment of Porto Rico terminates April :) and
the civil government begins May 1, has is-
sued instructions to the military officers
affected in regard to the. formal transfer
of governmental affairs to the civil author-
ities next Tuesday morning.
The military officials in Porto Rico nre

instructed that if the resolution becomes a
law providing that officers of the army
may continue to perform civil duties until
civil officers are appointed to fill the offices
providig for in the act to establish civil
government In Porto Rico, all officers if
the army performing civil duties on the
first day of May shall continue in the dis-
charge thereof until further orders reliev-
ing them. Such officers as are employed in
the customs and internal revenue service
are ordered to report to the Secretary of
the Treasury on and after May 1.
Should the resolution fail to become a law

on or before May 1, the officers of the armyperforming civil functions are instructed to
render to the officers of the civil govern-
ment all assistance possible and favor them
with such advice and information as maybe requested, relating to the conduct and
administration of civil affairs during mili-
tary occupation until the transfer frommilitary to civil government shall have be-n
completed.
All revenues which have been collectedunder the military government up to andincluding April 30 will be kept separate and

apart from the revenues collected on and
after May 1, under the act of April 12. andall revenues colfbeted under military occu-
pation and disbursements for expenditures
now made, and which shall hereafter be
made on or before April :0, will be ac-counted for by the military government,
pnd the balances of revenues reported tothe Secretary of War for final disposition.

AGAIN POSTPONED.
At Mr. Tawney's Request the Oleo-
margarine Resolution Goes Over.
There was another postponement of the

oleomargarine resolution in the House to-
day, this time at the request of Mr. Taw-
ney, who desired that it should go over un-
til next week, when the attendance In the
House will be larger.
In the meantime, a vigorous campaign isbeing conducted by the opponents and ad-vocates of the resolution to rally theirforces for the vote.

FLOUR INSPECTION.
An Amendment to the Law Passed bythe Senate.
The Senate has passed Senate bill 4048, to

amend the flour Inspection law of the Dis-
trict of Columbia. The amendment em-
bodied in the l1ll follows:
"And no barrel, half barrel or sack of

flour not examined and branded by the In-
spector as aforesaid shall be sold within
the District, under fine of $1 for each and
every barrel, half barrel or sack. to be col-
lected as other fines and penalties are col-lected,"
The object of this legislation is to supplyan omission in the act by .extending the

penalty to the sales of sacks of flour not
duly examined and branded by the inspec-tor, The omission of this authority from
the law is regarded as atn inadvertence, asIt Is the duty of tha inspector to examinesuch sacks,

TEMPORARY QUARTERS ENGAGED.

Army Board Will Soon Meet to Disems
the War College,

Temporary quarters have been provided
for the army board on the War College in
the rented building at the corner of 18th
and G streets. It is expected that the board
will meet and organize early next week,
probably Tuesday. Gen. Ludlow, the presi-
dent, left here today for a abort visit to
New York. Col. Hasbrouck of the artil-
lery is at Newport and Col. Carter of the
adjutant general's office is int this city, The
three gentlemen named compose the board,
and they expect to get down to buslness as
soon as possible.

Pesonal Mention.
A porttralt of ex-Secretary Alger, the

work of RusseN I'ves, was today added to
the large collection of portraits at the War
Department.
Col. Thomas F. Barr of the judge advo-

cate general's department, stationed at Chi-
cago, is in this city on temporary duty,
The Washington Cooling Company.
Mr. Latinmer has introduced in the House

the bill heretofore offered in the Sena'te to
incorporate the Washington Cooling Coin-
pany. The company Is authorized -to laypipes in the city streets to convey ammnina
or other refrigratngnar=m

LOSS IS APPALLING
Damage at Ottawa Estimated as

High as $20,000,000.

FOUR LIVES LOST IA FLAN

Stories of Incendiary Origin of Fire
Found to Be Untrue.

SOME OF THE HEAVY LOSERS

MONTREAL, April 27.-A spe-ial to the
Star from Ottawa says: The greatest fire
in the history of Canada was that which
visited Hull and the western district of
Ottawa yesterday. The loss is roughly es-
timated at from $15,t,tt0) to t17,ip.i0(t.
Over :.000 families have been rendered
homelesq. There Is no means of arriving
at absolutely reliable conclusions in these
r. parts as yet. but the numbers cannot
well be below those figures. The major
part of Hull, with its immense industrial
establishments and the homes of their op-
eratives. was swept clean. as w,-lt as Vic-
toria and l)alhious.: wards in (Ittawa. The
valuable lumber it- are now smol-ring
and the loss on this score alon -annot L".
less than $3,<n..
The sensatitmal storns of thi :igin of

tihe ci ilagra tion have nIo indti.ton in
fact. The tire broke out in tih tter O1
Hull early in tie fir. ni.,n. but tl..t is a
common olicurrence there and att r.e d lit-
t!, attention. Before nwan It hol devas
tated a gnat hairt of )full and spr-ad to-
ward the river. fant.d by a .inn wind.threat, ning andl ultimately drstroying Tive
'I E. Ii. Eddy'vs maite.

Leaped th. Ottawa Riser.
Before 1 o'clock it had ieap--d the Ot-

tawa river and swept across To (Ittowa,
carrying ev,-rything in fr.nt of it. Noth-
ing more grand could he imagin.-i as a
spittar l,". C(onddered as to Is r. nse-
qiuen-es, no griater clamity has ti-isd
('an da in y, rs. There- was a Llt it
dtame fully four miles in ilngth and a.t
least half a mil.' wide.
The lmtnion govc rnm-nt is amrti the

heavy los-rs, the CI:audiere bril. having
tattled into the river from the a.rl:ng
effects of the heat.
Fireman John Watkins of N. 1 station

was sn-thered in a house in 4o it sti eet
west.
Mrs. C, k. an invalid. was uit-a, ted in

her hed on Queen street wes ta ftr help
coull reach her.
An inknown man was fotun! -id'..n the
tmdit Paci tic railway tra -k in it.i. lies-

ti-r-vile.
John Navan. aluilder, was t...ni to St.

Luke's slspital, bally burned ant hurt.
James Merritield of Queen street west

was taken to- the hospital serioualt injurid
by a falling building.

Lumber District Swept Away.
Most of the lumber piles in Ot:awa and

Hull have disappeared and now mere heaps
of chatred woud and ashes mark their sites.
Half a dozen churches and schools have
been burnted. The Eddy company's paper
and pulp mills and match factany and E.
t. didy's rerildence have been destroyed.
Bronson & WeI.st.ot's mill, the Hull Lumber
Company's mill. one: of Booth's mills and
the McKay company's premises. one of the
po.wer house of the Ottawa El. etric Com-
pany. the Hull water works, the Hull coucrt
house and jail. the past office, the convent,
almost i-very husiness place and abut 1.A0)
dwellings and shops in Hall ha h."b.-, n de-
stroyed. Indeed, practically nothing of
Hull is left but a church and a few houses
beyond it. The only lumber mills sanding
in hlull are the Gilmtitur & Huston mills, at
the extreme east end. The steel sustpenson
bridge which crnnected the ity of Ottawa
with Hull was also destroyed.
on the Ottawa site many tine re-ldences

were included in the time area. including
that of J. R. Ioth, which alone was esti-
mated at 5lI1<.<NH*. The resilence of his
son-in-law. A. F. Fleck. close beside. and
George Foster's resid.n-e. in the Mane lo-
cality, were burned. Levi Crann-ll. man-
ager for Mr. Bronson. and Mr. Parr of the
Parr' mill had two heaatiful It'uses. Out
of which they were not able to take any-
thing, so quickly did the flames extend.
The Canadian Pacific railway dei-pot, on the
Chaudiere flats, burned quickly.

origin of the Fire.
The fire broke out in the house of Mr. Ki-

rousc. on Chaudiere street. Hull. It is said
that Mrs. Kirouac was lighting her stove to
get the family dinner and set the chimney
ott fire. The flames spread to the root,
quickly communicated to adjolnimr hius.-s,
and, as there was a heavy gale btoaing at
the time, the fire was soon beyond control.
Hundreds of homeless persons slept it the

open air last night or wandered about the
streets of Ottawa and Hull, although many
houses were freely thrown open to the
homeless. Many people were accommodated
In the drill hall, the Salvation Army bar-
racks and other places.

Estimates of the Losaes.
OTTAWA. Ont., April 27.-At 5 a.m. the

fire which had raged here and in Hull since
11 a.m. yesterday was under control. The
total number of buildings destroyed will
probably aggregate 2,500. entailing a loss
of from fifteen to seventeen million dollars,
and between 12,((5 and 15.00W men. women
and children are homeless and four lives
were lost.
TORONTO. Ont., April 27.-Dispatches

from Ottawa summarize the situation at Ot-
tawa and Hull as follows:
Ottawa, buildings destroyed, 2,00: hull,buildings destroyed. 1.i0: total loss both

cities, estimated. $!tI0.OtWit: total insurance,both cities, estimated, $12,000,h; live lost.
so far known, four. Some of the losses are:
Booth Lumber Company. $t3.ttsisim: Eddy-Company. 33Mm: McKay Miling Com-
pany. $500,t;l; Hull Lumber Company,$7000.1m; Electric Light Company, 250I,000;Dominion carbide works, $150u,Q.

HANiNA PLEASED AT OUTLOOK.

He Says Ohio Republiean. Are i. Haa--
moemy Agata.

Special DIspatch to The Evening Star.
CLEVELAND. Ohio. April 27.-Sentor

Hanna, chairman of the national comm~t-
tee, and Col. Charles Fl. Dick, secretary.
left today for Pittsburg. Col. Dick stared
that there was no reasonable possibility
that Mr. Hanna would not continue as
chairman of the national committee ano', dl-
reeut the next campaign. Mr. Hanna de-
clined to say that he would not be In
charge. Both gentlemen exptresscd them-
selves as delighted with the outlook 19Ohio, and each declared Ohio was never
more harmoniously enthusiastic for the
President than at this time.

Diek Lau-hs at Dewey'. Beema.
By Associatecd Pre.
CLEVELAND, Ohio, Apnil 27.-Gen.

Chas. F. DIck, in an interview here, is
quoted as saylig that he felt certain that
Senator Hanna would again accept the
chairmanship of the natioai committese and
would direct McKliey's campaign for re-
election.
Asked as to what be thought of Admiral

Dewey's candidacy. Gen. Dick laughingly
said:
"Well, I don't think very much about It.

The republicans and democrats at Wash-
ington do not eve. consider Admiral
Dewey's candidacy seriously."
Benator Hsaga and Gem. Diek left here

early today for Pittshurg, where they will

attend a banquet tonIght, after' which the

wilm start tar Wamm

As NECESSARY As STEAM

Today advertising is as

necessary to the transaction
of certain lines of business
as steam and electricity are

to machinry.-R J. Gun.
ning.


